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President Johnson is getting

. move doleful news on-his already .

- trouble-plagued $3.4 billion foreign

. aid program.

Democratic congressional lcad-

" ors are warning the President

"that

the House and Senate
are certain to lock horns in a
damaging stalemate

J. Willam Fulbright, D-Ark,

_chairman of the Foreign Rcla-
-tions Committee,

. his- strategem to split ‘the aid

measure  into- ecight separate

. bills.

-The Jeaders want the Presi-
dent to 'bluzit]y tell his old Sen~
ate {riend Fulbright to shelve
his  “legislative gimmick”, as
they caustically refer to it,

o ter water than it already is—

which is plenty!
Ominously illustrative of the

‘powerful opposition whick Ful-

- hright's Mgimmick faces in the

'House

are the following in-

. stances being cited to the Presi-

~ dent:

gan, DPa.,

© committee has no
" considering it
- backed on’

Representative Thomas  Mor-

is dead set against Ful-
bright's scheme wand says his
intention of
Morgan Js
this stand by

overwhelming majority of. Dom-
—-ocrats and Repubhcans on . “his -

1
Vg i

commxttee .
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chairman of the .
-House Foreign Affairs Commit-
- tee,

if Senator !

pevsists with." -

or
- foreign aid may be in even hot- -

‘made

-co.mmtee meetings,
© mitlee
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Equally strongly opposed is
Representalive  QOtio  Passman,
Dila., chairman of the Approp-
riations Subcommittee in charge
.of the foreizn aid budgzet,
“a- militant erliie of large-scale
foreign ald spending, Passman's
hostility to Fulbright's plan is
heartily supported by Represens
tative Clarence Cannon, D-Mo.,
veleran potent chairman of the
full’ Appropriaiions Committee,

Against this high-powerced array
of vehoment dissent, Fulbright's
eight-hill “gimmick"” hasn’'t a

“.ghost of a chance in the House.

" Even in the Arkansan's owrd
committee it's stmmq
stormy discord.

© Every attempt Fulbright has
to maneuver his bills
through  the commiiltee (by
means of proxy votes) has been
thwarted by Senator Wayne
Morse, D-Ore,, aggressive lead-
er of the drive to drastically
slash the multi-billion dollar for-
eign aid budget.

Greatly aiding Morse in this

backstage fight is the prolonged
Senate debale over the civil

i both sides basically have

Long -

up

STAT

Lined up with him are com- .-

. mittecmen who are supporting
the President’s $3.4 hillion aid
: budget, They are as strongly

~ against cutting it as the scrappy

TL
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_ Oregonian is for doing that, Yot *

" same reason for opposing Ful-
bright—they consider his

. As
csee it
ate
“for the opposition to rip the aid
cprogram 1o bits  piecemecal.
Morse makes the same argu-
ment—in  reverse. He contends

the President’s backers

-omnibus bill would be simpler
and fairer than' undertaking to
, whittle down the budget pieces
meal.

To Morse,; Fulbright's separ«
ate bills arc a ‘ctrick” {o cir-
cumvent a sleep forcign aid cut,
while the President’s supporters
are convinced the piecemeal
“gintmick" would facilitate heavy
ax wielding.

So far,
ily skirted this thorny hassle.
"He hasn't said no and e hasnt
.said yes.

As chairman of the Scnate
 Foreign Relations Commiftee—
which among other functions
passes on all {reaties—Fulbright
is in- a strategic position to be
helpful or hostile in this ail-im-
portant field. Both the White

-House and the State Department ,f

‘speak softly and tread gently in
dealing with. him.,

... Also, he is an’old congression-

ﬂs bill which severcly ]umns

No com-
sessions  cafl he held
while the Senate is sifting, and
as it convenesg carly and contin-
ucs late into the aight, commit-
fee proccedings are ‘cut io a

bare minimum.
In  spearbeading the inner
- committee  challenge of Iul

bright's
. Morse finds himself m unexpedt-
" eod company.

“legislative  gimmick,"

al [riend of the President and
‘as such can't be pushed around.
Strongly as his position may be
tdisliked, the ulmost circum-
spection has to he exercised in
‘relationg with him

This touchy dilemma  was
_graphically demonsirated by
"Foreign Ald Administrator Dav-

id Bell at a meeting of the For-

eign Relations Committee,
Scenator Morse, who has no
Inhibitions about Fulbright, tried

" to 'get a categoric answer from

Bell on the administration’s policy
on the eight-hill scheme Morse
i got nowhex*e

plan -

& scrious menace fo their cause,
!

the President has war- .

the

1

Fulbright's eight separ-A-_-._a—«——v
bills would open the way.

an gcross-the-board slash of an ¢



